virus of murine leukaemias' was reported in Nature. These seminal studies launched the field 23 of feline retrovirology and research on the virus that had been identified and subsequently 24 named 'feline leukaemia virus ' (FeLV) . This review considers the way in which some of the 25 key early observations made by Professor Jarrett and his coworkers have developed over the 26 years and provides an insight into the substantial progress that has been made since the virus 27 was first discovered. However, its utility as a diagnostic for FeLV viraemia is only possible because cats do not 98 appear to respond serologically to the protein, an observation that has led to speculation that 99 cats may be largely immunologically tolerant to p27 through exposure to endogenously 100 expressed FeLV Gag proteins. Log, 1973, 1977) . require an adjuvant to induce protection from both viraemia and latency (Poulet et al., 2003) . Glasgow, approximately 40% of cats had been exposed to FeLV, whereas the actual incidence 392 of leukaemia in the population was closer to 0.05%, suggesting that the majority of cats 
